
Book Club Guide for Passages 
The Wizard Clip Haunting, Book 1 

by Stanley D. Williams 

 

About the Book 

Passages is the first installment of Stanley D. Williams' trilogy based on the true story of the 
Wizard Clip hauntings that occurred in the Shenandoah Valley during the 1790s. Set in 
post-Revolutionary War America, this historical novel weaves together documented 
historical events with compelling fiction to explore themes of religious intolerance, 
supernatural phenomena, and the cost of prejudice. 

Genre: Historical Fiction / Supernatural 
Setting: Virginia and Maryland, 1790s 
Historical Basis: Based on documented accounts, including writings by Prince Demetrius 
Augustine Gallitzin (Fr. Smith) 

 

Synopsis 

Adam Livingston is a proud, self-made farmer in the Shenandoah Valley who has worked 
hard to build a prosperous life at his farm, Flax Haven, after the Revolutionary War. His first 
wife Esther died tragically, and he has remarried Mary Ann, a Revolutionary War widow with 
deep-seated prejudices against Catholics. Together with Adam's daughter Eve and Mary 
Ann's twin children, they seem poised for a successful future. 

Everything changes when a mysterious stranger arrives at their door seeking shelter. The 
man falls gravely ill and begs for a Catholic priest to give him Last Rites. Adam and Mary 
Ann, harboring intense anti-Catholic sentiment, refuse this dying man's request. In his final 
moments, the stranger—revealed to be a priest himself—pronounces a terrible curse upon 
the household. 

What follows is a terrifying haunting unlike anything documented in early American history: 
invisible shears clip linens to ribbons, phantom horses and wagons thunder through the 
house, objects move on their own, and supernatural forces make life unbearable. As Adam 
struggles to understand and stop these manifestations, he must confront his own pride, 
prejudices, and the consequences of his choices. 



 

Major Themes for Discussion 

1. Religious Tolerance and Prejudice 

The novel is set during a pivotal time in American history when the Constitution and Bill of 
Rights were establishing religious freedom, yet deep anti-Catholic prejudice persisted. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How does the novel portray the religious tensions between Protestants and 
Catholics in early America? 

• What historical factors contributed to the anti-Catholic sentiment Adam and Mary 
Ann display? 

• How does the dedication to John Carroll (who helped ensure religious freedom 
through the 1st Amendment) frame the story's themes? 

• In what ways do Adam and Mary Ann's prejudices blind them to basic human 
compassion? 

2. Pride and Consequences 

Adam Livingston is described as "intensely proud and self-made." His pride becomes 
central to his downfall. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How does Adam's pride manifest throughout the novel? 

• What is the relationship between Adam's self-reliance and his rejection of spiritual 
realities? 

• How does the curse force Adam to confront the limits of his control? 

• Compare Adam's pride with the humility of characters like Richard McSherry or Fr. 
Cahill. 

3. The Supernatural vs. The Natural 

The novel presents supernatural events to characters who firmly believe only in the natural 
world. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How do Adam and Mary Ann initially explain away the supernatural occurrences?  



• What does the novel suggest about the relationship between the physical and 
spiritual realms? 

• How does Eve's faith contrast with her parents' skepticism? 

• What role does prayer play in combating the supernatural manifestations? 

4. Hospitality and Human Decency 

The violation of hospitality—refusing a dying man's final request—sets the tragedy in 
motion. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How does the novel portray the sacred duty of hospitality? 

• What does the stranger's curse reveal about natural consequences versus 
supernatural punishment? 

• How does Adam's treatment of the stranger contrast with other acts of hospitality in 
the novel (like the McSherrys' open houses)? 

5. Forgiveness and Redemption 

Throughout the hauntings, there are hints that redemption is possible if Adam changes. 

Discussion Questions: 

• What would redemption look like for Adam Livingston? 

• How does Eve serve as a moral compass for her father? 

• What role might Catholic confession and absolution play in breaking the curse? 

• How does Mary Ann's hardness of heart contrast with potential paths to healing?  

 

Character Study 

Adam Livingston 

• Protestant landowner, farmer, Revolutionary War era settler 

• Lost his first wife Esther and several children 

• Proud, self-made, anti-religious (especially anti-Catholic) 

• Quote: "God be damned" (repeated throughout his trials) 



Questions: 

• Is Adam a sympathetic character? Why or why not? 

• How do his past losses (Esther, his children) shape his worldview? 

• What are Adam's strengths? His fatal flaws? 

Mary Ann Livingston (née Babbitt) 

• Revolutionary War widow, Adam's second wife 

• Intensely anti-Catholic, possibly more so than Adam 

• Quote: "If I knew it was going to be hell on earth, I would have said 'no.'" 

Questions: 

• What drives Mary Ann's extreme hostility toward Catholics? 

• How does her character evolve (or fail to evolve) through the haunting? 

• What does her treatment of the dying stranger reveal about her character? 

Eve Livingston 

• Adam's daughter from his first marriage to Esther 

• Young, faithful, compassionate 

• The moral conscience of the household 

Questions: 

• How does Eve's faith contrast with her father and stepmother's views? 

• What role does she play in potentially breaking the curse? 

• How does her relationship with her father develop? 

The Stranger (Xavier/The Priest) 

• Mysterious Catholic priest traveling incognito 

• Dies in the Livingston home after being refused Last Rites 

• Pronounces the curse with supernatural authority 

Questions: 

• Is the stranger a villain, victim, or instrument of divine justice? 



• How do you interpret his dual nature—dying beggar and powerful spiritual entity? 

• What does his curse reveal about spiritual warfare? 

Richard and Anastasia McSherry 

• Catholic couple, landowners, parents 

• Examples of religious tolerance and hospitality 

• Quote (Richard): "Far more work than I anticipated or prayed for." 

Questions: 

• How do the McSherrys serve as foils to the Livingstons? 

• What does their religious devotion look like in practical terms? 

• How does their treatment of others (including Protestants) contrast with how they're 
treated? 

 

Historical Context 

Early American Religious Landscape 

• Post-Revolutionary War period (1790s) 

• Constitutional debates about religious freedom 

• Anti-Catholic penal laws recently relaxed but prejudice remained 

• George Washington surveyed the land where this story takes place 

• John Carroll established the Catholic Church in the United States 

Real Historical Figures Featured: 

1. George Washington - Surveyed the area, embodied religious tolerance 

2. John Carroll (1735-1815) - First U.S. Catholic Bishop, advocated for religious 
freedom 

3. Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin (1770-1840) - Russian prince turned priest, 
documented the Wizard Clip events 

4. Denis Cahill (c.1766-1817) - Irish missionary priest who eventually exorcised the 
haunting 



5. John Adams - U.S. Minister to England/President, mentioned in connection with the 
story 

Questions for Historical Discussion: 

• How does the novel illuminate the challenges of religious pluralism in early 
America? 

• What parallels exist between the religious tensions of the 1790s and today? 

• How did the Constitution's promise of religious freedom clash with cultural 
prejudices? 

• What role did the Catholic Church play in American frontier life? 

 

Structural Discussion 

Three-Part Structure: 

Part One: Progenitor (Chapters 1-3) 

• Introduces characters and setting 

• Establishes Adam's backstory and worldview 

Part Two: Decision (Chapters 4-10) 

• The stranger arrives and dies 

• The curse is pronounced 

• Initial supernatural manifestations begin 

Part Three: Passage (Chapters 11-19) 

• Escalating hauntings 

• Failed attempts to stop the phenomena 

• Adam's growing desperation 

Questions: 

• How does the three-part structure mirror Adam's spiritual journey? 

• What is the significance of the title "Passages"? 

• How does Williams build tension throughout the novel? 



 

Discussion Questions 

Opening Questions: 

1. What were your initial reactions to the premise of a "true American ghost story"? 

2. Had you heard of the Wizard Clip hauntings before reading this book? 

3. How does knowing this is based on historical events change your reading 
experience? 

Character & Relationship Questions: 

4. Is Adam Livingston's refusal to help the dying stranger understandable given his 
cultural context, or is it inexcusable? 

5. How does the marriage between Adam and Mary Ann contribute to or exacerbate 
their problems? 

6. What role does Eve play as a bridge between her father's world and the spiritual 
realm? 

7. How do Sam and Bethany (the enslaved workers) demonstrate more spiritual 
wisdom than their owners? 

Thematic Questions: 

8. The novel suggests that rejecting religious authority leads to chaos. Do you agree 
with this moral premise? 

9. How does the author balance skepticism about the supernatural with Catholic 
theology? 

10. What does the novel say about the nature of curses—are they supernatural 
punishment or natural consequences? 

11. How does pride function as both Adam's greatest strength and his fatal flaw?  

Historical & Cultural Questions: 

12. How accurate do you think Williams' portrayal of 1790s religious tensions is? 

13. What surprised you most about early American attitudes toward Catholics? 

14. How does the novel connect to broader American ideals of religious freedom? 



15. What role do real historical figures (Washington, Carroll, Adams) play in legitimizing 
the story? 

Literary Questions: 

16. How effective is Williams' blend of historical fact and fiction? 

17. What role does the epistolary framing device (Fr. Gallitzin's letter) play? 

18. How does the author create suspense around supernatural events? 

19. What symbolism do you find in the specific manifestations (clipped linens, phantom 
horses, etc.)? 

Looking Forward: 

20. What do you predict will happen in Books 2 and 3? 

21. What would it take for Adam to break the curse? 

22. How might Fr. Cahill's eventual exorcism unfold? 

 

Key Quotes for Discussion 

1. "If I knew it was going to be hell on earth, I would have said 'no.'" — Mary Ann 
Livingston 

2. "Your minister would laugh heartily if you should relate to him the above facts; for 
with wise men of our enlightened age, he has peremptorily decided that miracles, 
&c., are no longer necessary, and of course they have ceased." — Fr. Gallitzin 

3. "I curse you woman by the power of the Almighty...Adam Livingston, my ungracious 
host, I curse you and all you so proudly call your own." — The Stranger 

4. "God be damned." — Adam Livingston (repeated motif) 

5. "For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood; but against principalities and 
power, against the rulers of the world of this darkness, against the spirits of 
wickedness in the high places." — Ephesians 6:12 (Part Six epigraph) 

 

Activities & Extensions 

Research Projects: 



1. Historical Investigation: Research the real Wizard Clip hauntings and compare 
historical accounts with Williams' novel. 

2. Religious Freedom: Explore the history of religious persecution and the 
development of the First Amendment. 

3. Regional History: Study the Shenandoah Valley during the post-Revolutionary 
period. 

4. Catholic Church in America: Investigate Bishop John Carroll's role in establishing 
American Catholicism. 

Creative Extensions: 

1. Alternative Endings: Write an alternative scene where Adam helps the dying 
stranger. 

2. Character Journals: Write diary entries from Eve's perspective during the 
hauntings. 

3. Historical Newspaper: Create a period newspaper reporting on the "mysterious 
disturbances" at Flax Haven. 

4. Map Creation: Create a detailed map of the Livingston property and surrounding 
area. 

Comparative Reading: 

Consider pairing Passages with: 

• "The Crucible" by Arthur Miller (religious hysteria, Puritan America) 

• "The Exorcist" by William Peter Blatty (Catholic exorcism, supernatural horror) 

• "The Scarlet Letter" by Nathaniel Hawthorne (religious intolerance in early 
America) 

• Historical accounts of religious persecution in colonial/early America 

 

Author's Craft 

Stanley D. Williams' Background: 

• Writer and filmmaker based in Michigan 

• Known for The Moral Premise: Harnessing Virtue and Vice for Box Office Success 



• Holds degrees in Physics, Mass Communications, and Film Studies/Narrative 
Theory (PhD) 

• Approached the Wizard Clip story initially as a potential film 

Writing Techniques: 

1. Historical Authentication: Uses asterisks to mark documented historical 
people/events 

2. Epistolary Framework: Fr. Gallitzin's letter to Archbishop Maréchal frames the 
narrative 

3. Blended Genre: Combines historical fiction, supernatural horror, and spiritual 
drama 

4. Moral Premise: Explicitly stated—rejecting natural order leads to chaos; respecting 
it leads to life 

Questions: 

• How effective is Williams' use of historical documentation alongside fiction? 

• Does the explicit moral premise strengthen or weaken the story? 

• How does Williams balance entertainment with historical education? 

 

Series Overview 

Passages is Book 1 of the Wizard Clip Haunting trilogy: 

• Book 1: Passages - The curse and initial hauntings 

• Book 2: Strangers - Escalation and failed interventions 

• Book 3: Ministers - The priests arrive and ultimate resolution 

 

Final Reflection Questions 

1. How has this book changed your understanding of early American history? 

2. What lessons about tolerance, pride, and forgiveness resonate with you? 

3. Would you recommend this book? To whom and why? 



4. Do you plan to continue with Books 2 and 3? 

5. What is one thing from this book you'll remember long after finishing it? 

 

Resources for Further Exploration 

• Website: www.stanwilliams.com 

• Historical Documents: Rev. Joseph M. Finotti, S.J., "The Mystery of the Wizard Clip" 
(1879) 

• Location: The events took place near present-day Middleway, West Virginia 
(formerly Virginia) 

• Shrine: The Priest Field Pastoral Center now stands on the site 

 

This book club guide was created to facilitate meaningful discussion about faith, history, 
tolerance, and the supernatural in early America. Enjoy your discussion! 

 

  

http://www.stanwilliams.com/


Book Club Guide for Strangers 
The Wizard Clip Haunting, Book 2 

by Stanley D. Williams 

 

About the Book 

Strangers is the second volume in Stanley D. Williams' Wizard Clip Haunting trilogy. 
Building on the foundation laid in Passages, this installment chronicles the escalation of 
supernatural terror at Flax Haven while simultaneously exploring themes of faith, 
temptation, courtship, and the devastating cost of stubborn pride. The title "Strangers" 
takes on multiple meanings—from the mysterious visitors who attempt to help the 
Livingstons, to the estrangement between family members, to humanity's alienation from 
the divine. 

Genre: Historical Fiction / Supernatural Horror / Spiritual Drama 
Setting: Virginia and Maryland, 1793-1797 
Historical Basis: Based on documented accounts and historical correspondence 

 

Synopsis 

The curse has taken root. What began as mysterious clipping of linens has evolved into a 
full-scale assault on the Livingston household. As the new moon cycles bring increasingly 
violent manifestations, Adam Livingston finds himself trapped between his prideful self-
reliance and the mounting evidence that only divine intervention can save his family. 

Multiple ministers from various Protestant denominations attempt to exorcise the 
haunting, but each is driven away by the malevolent force that has claimed Flax Haven. 
Wallace Robinson and his mother Regina arrive to pray over the house but flee in terror. 
Even the well-meaning Rev. Jeremiah Williams can only provide temporary relief. 

Meanwhile, new strangers arrive on the scene: Fr. Denis Cahill's sister Catharine and her 
beautiful friend Letitia McCartney journey from Ireland seeking new lives in America. Their 
presence creates unexpected complications, as Fr. Cahill finds himself dangerously 
attracted to Letitia, testing his priestly vows. 

The curse's predictions begin to manifest with horrifying precision. Adam's beloved 
livestock die in grotesque supernatural explosions. A fireball from heaven obliterates the 
barn exactly as foretold. And in the most devastating tragedy, Mary Ann and Adam's twin 



children—George and Martha—suffocate in mysterious black smoke after the couple 
attempts to fight the Wizard without priestly assistance. 

As Book 2 closes, young Fr. Dimitri Augustine Gallitzin (known as Fr. Smith) arrives at Flax 
Haven to investigate the phenomena that neither he nor Bishop John Carroll initially 
believed possible. The stage is set for the ultimate confrontation between faith and 
darkness. 

 

Major Themes for Discussion 

1. The Escalation of Evil 

Book 2 chronicles how refusing to address sin and spiritual darkness allows it to grow 
exponentially. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How does the Wizard's power increase throughout Book 2? 

• What is the relationship between Adam's continued stubbornness and the 
intensification of the hauntings? 

• How does Williams portray the progressive nature of evil when left unchecked?  

• What parallels exist between spiritual warfare and physical disease or addiction? 

2. Failed Exorcisms and Religious Authority 

Multiple religious figures attempt to help, but only Catholic intervention shows any lasting 
effect. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Why do the Protestant ministers fail to stop the hauntings? 

• How does the novel portray different approaches to spiritual warfare? 

• Is Williams suggesting that only Catholic rites work, or is there a deeper message 
about authority and obedience? 

• How does Regina Robinson's "speaking in tongues" contrast with Catholic 
sacramental practice? 

• What does Rev. Jeremiah Williams' temporary success tell us about prayer and 
humility? 



3. Courtship and Temptation 

The arrival of Catharine and Letitia introduces romantic subplots that parallel the main 
supernatural narrative. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How does Fr. Cahill's attraction to Letitia mirror Adam's struggle with pride? 

• What does Letitia's quote "I am a good Catholic girl...not a hussy. But nothing is 
forever" foreshadow? 

• How do the "courtships" of Part Four relate to the larger spiritual themes? 

• What role does loneliness play in both Adam's situation and Fr. Cahill's temptation?  

4. The Cost of Pride 

Adam's refusal to submit to Catholic authority results in unspeakable tragedy. 

Discussion Questions: 

• At what point does Adam's self-reliance become destructive pride? 

• How does Mary Ann's pride differ from Adam's? Are both equally culpable? 

• What does the death of the twins reveal about the consequences of spiritual 
warfare? 

• How might the tragedy have been prevented? 

5. Witnesses and Community 

The hauntings become public knowledge, drawing both genuine help and morbid curiosity. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How does the community respond to the Livingstons' plight? 

• What role do Sam and Bethany play as witnesses to both the hauntings and the 
Livingstons' spiritual journey? 

• How does public knowledge of the hauntings affect Adam and Mary Ann differently?  

• What does the generosity after the barn fire reveal about human nature? 

6. The Nature of Curses 

The stranger's predictions continue to come true with disturbing accuracy. 



Discussion Questions: 

• Are the events natural consequences of sin or supernatural punishment? 

• How does the novel distinguish between curses and prophecy? 

• Why do Eve and her mother's belongings remain protected while everything else is 
destroyed? 

• What is the theological significance of the children of "Esther's womb" being 
blessed while "Mary Ann's womb" is cursed? 

 

Character Development 

Adam Livingston 

• Moves from outright denial to reluctant acknowledgment 

• Experiences devastating losses: livestock, barn, and children 

• Begins to soften toward Catholicism but remains resistant 

• Haunted by prophetic dreams and visions 

Questions: 

• How has Adam changed since Book 1? 

• What breaks his pride enough to consider conversion? 

• Is Adam a tragic hero or a stubborn fool? 

• How do his losses affect his relationship with Mary Ann and Eve? 

Mary Ann Livingston 

• Becomes increasingly hardened and bitter 

• Her anti-Catholic hatred intensifies 

• Suffers the loss of her only biological children 

• Attempts to fight the Wizard with guns (symbolic of misplaced trust in human 
solutions) 

Questions: 

• Why does Mary Ann become more rather than less hostile to religion? 



• How does grief transform her character? 

• What does her attempt to shoot the Wizard reveal about her worldview? 

• Can Mary Ann be redeemed, or has she crossed a point of no return? 

Eve Livingston 

• Emerges as the spiritual conscience of the family 

• Protected by her mother's linens and the stranger's crucifix 

• Prays constantly and studies the Roman Missal 

• Provides stability for the traumatized family 

Questions: 

• How does Eve serve as a bridge between Protestant and Catholic faith? 

• What is the significance of her inability to read Latin yet still praying from the Missal? 

• How does her relationship with her father evolve? 

• What role might Eve play in the ultimate resolution? 

Fr. Denis Cahill 

• Struggles with attraction to Letitia McCartney 

• Hasn't been to confession in nine years 

• Successfully blessed the house temporarily but was dismissed by Adam 

• Serves as a foil to the naive Fr. Dimitri Gallitzin 

Questions: 

• Is Fr. Cahill's struggle with Letitia a weakness or a humanizing element? 

• How does his own spiritual battle reflect Adam's? 

• What makes him effective against the Wizard despite his personal struggles? 

• How does his "bluff and hearty" personality contrast with Fr. Dimitri's inexperience? 

Fr. Dimitri Augustine Gallitzin (Fr. Smith) 

• Young, idealistic, inexperienced 

• A Russian prince who became a priest 



• Initially doesn't believe in the hauntings 

• His presence provokes violent reactions from the Wizard 

Questions: 

• How does Fr. Dimitri's naivety put the family in danger? 

• What does his transformation from skeptic to believer reveal about faith? 

• How does his aristocratic background affect his ministry? 

• What is the significance of him using the name "Smith" instead of his princely title? 

New Characters: 

Catharine Cahill 

• Fr. Cahill's younger sister 

• Immigrated from Ireland seeking a new life 

• Less confident than her friend Letitia 

Letitia McCartney 

• Beautiful, intelligent Irish immigrant 

• Described as a "siren" 

• Tests Fr. Cahill's priestly vows 

• Quote: "I am a good Catholic girl...not a hussy. But nothing is forever."  

Questions: 

• What role do these "courtship" characters play in the larger narrative? 

• How might Letitia's presence complicate the resolution of the Wizard Clip haunting?  

• What does their arrival represent thematically? 

Regina and Wallace Robinson 

• Former slaves, now free 

• Regina: church mother of Freetown Free Church 

• Wallace: pastor who preaches in the African tradition 

• Attempt to exorcise through "speaking in tongues" 



Questions: 

• How does their failed exorcism contrast with Catholic approaches? 

• What does their freedom and faith community represent? 

• Why does Regina believe the hauntings are a hoax even after experiencing them?  

 

Structural Analysis 

Part Four: Courtships (Chapters 20-26) 

This section introduces romantic subplots while the hauntings continue:  

• Chapter 21: "The Bride Wore White" - Likely a wedding scene 

• Chapter 24: "Toads" - Possible reference to plagues/biblical imagery 

• Chapter 26: "Comforts of the Underworld" - Ominous title suggesting false security 

Questions: 

• How do the courtship narratives parallel the supernatural horror? 

• What is Williams suggesting by interweaving romance with terror? 

• How do these chapters provide relief from the intensity of the hauntings? 

Part Five: Stranger (Chapters 27-34) 

The word "Stranger" is singular, suggesting focus on a particular individual (likely Fr. 
Dimitri): 

• Chapter 29: "Sudden Death" - The twins' death? 

• Chapter 30: "To Create What Others Want Destroyed" - Catholic Church's mission? 

• Chapter 33: "Three Months to Investigate" - Fr. Dimitri's assignment 

Questions: 

• Why is this section titled "Stranger" (singular) rather than "Strangers" (plural)? 

• How does Fr. Dimitri function as a stranger in multiple senses? 

• What is the significance of his three-month investigation? 

 



Key Events Timeline 

1793-1795: Continued Hauntings 

• Linens continue to be clipped to ribbons 

• Phantom horses and wagons terrorize the household nightly 

• Various Protestant ministers attempt and fail to stop the hauntings 

January 9, 1796: Regina and Wallace Robinson's Failed Exorcism 

• Pray in tongues 

• Witness fire and violent shaking 

• Regina concludes it's an elaborate hoax 

• Wallace flees in terror 

June 27, 1796: Catharine Cahill and Letitia McCartney Arrive 

• Fresh off the boat from Ireland 

• Move in with the McSherrys 

• Complicate Fr. Cahill's spiritual life 

July 24, 1796: The Barn Fire 

• Livestock begin dying grotesquely (horses exploding) 

• A fireball from heaven destroys the barn 

• Fulfills the stranger's curse precisely 

• Community rallies with donations and support 

Night of July 24-25, 1796: Death of the Twins 

• Adam and Mary Ann attempt to fight the Wizard alone 

• Black acidic smoke fills the twins' bedroom 

• George and Martha suffocate and die 

• Fulfills the curse on "the children of Mary Ann's womb" 

August 22, 1797: Fr. Dimitri Gallitzin Arrives 

• Sent by Bishop Carroll to investigate 



• Initially skeptical despite evidence 

• Begins three-month investigation 

• Sets up the events of Book 3 

 

Discussion Questions 

Opening Questions: 

1. How does Strangers differ in tone and intensity from Passages? 

2. Which tragedy affected you most: the livestock, the barn, or the twins? 

3. Did the escalation of horror feel earned or gratuitous? 

Thematic Questions: 

4. Why does God (or the stranger's curse) allow innocent children to die? 

5. What is the difference between testing and temptation, as seen in both Adam's and 
Fr. Cahill's struggles? 

6. How does the community's response to tragedy reflect early American values? 

7. What does the novel suggest about the limits of good intentions without proper 
authority? 

Character Questions: 

8. At what point does Adam become sympathetic despite his stubbornness? 

9. Is Mary Ann beyond redemption? Why or why not? 

10. How do you interpret Eve's protection through her mother's linens? 

11. Should Fr. Cahill have avoided contact with Letitia entirely, or is his struggle 
necessary for his humanity? 

12. What makes Sam and Bethany effective spiritual witnesses? 

Spiritual Questions: 

13. Why do Protestant exorcisms fail while Catholic blessings (even temporary ones) 
succeed? 

14. Is Williams being anti-Protestant or making a point about sacramental theology? 



15. What does the novel teach about the reality of spiritual warfare? 

16. How does the death of the twins challenge our understanding of divine justice?  

Literary Questions: 

17. How effective is the parallel plotting of courtship alongside horror? 

18. What role does foreshadowing play in building tension? 

19. How does Williams balance historical accuracy with supernatural elements? 

20. Are there moments where the horror becomes too graphic or exploitative? 

Looking Ahead: 

21. How can the curse possibly be broken after such devastating losses? 

22. What role will Fr. Dimitri play in Book 3? 

23. Will Fr. Cahill succumb to temptation with Letitia? 

24. Can Adam and Mary Ann's marriage survive? 

25. What will it take for Adam to finally convert? 

 

Key Quotes for Discussion 

1. "If I knew it was going to be hell on earth, I would have said 'no.'" — Mary Ann 
(repeated from Book 1, now with tragic irony) 

2. "I am a good Catholic girl...not a hussy. But nothing is forever." — Letitia McCartney 
(What does "nothing is forever" mean?) 

3. "You and your damn priests. Doom and destruction is all religion brings." — Mary 
Ann (after the barn fire) 

4. "Never have I met a layman as well educated or a priest as rebellious." — Bishop 
John Carroll about Fr. Cahill 

5. "God will take care of us, Missus Livingston, you just wait and see." — Bethany Dark 
(after the barn fire) 

6. "We even shut the windows when we put them to bed. Damn it! Damn it! What have 
we done?" — Adam (realizing the twins are dying) 



7. "The fault lies only with me. For I did not listen to Fr. Cahill and his warning to 
convert." — Adam (accepting responsibility) 

8. "In arrogance and naivety into that setting, I arrived." — Fr. Dimitri Gallitzin (reflecting 
on his inexperience) 

 

Supernatural Manifestations Catalog 

Track the escalation of phenomena in Book 2: 

Continued from Book 1: 

• Invisible shears clipping linens to ribbons 

• Phantom horses and wagons stampeding through the house 

• House shaking and vibrations 

• Objects moving on their own 

New in Book 2: 

• Exploding Livestock: Horses inflate grotesquely and burst 

• Fireball from Heaven: Destroys the barn in one apocalyptic strike 

• Black Acidic Smoke: Kills the twins by suffocation 

• Increased Violence: Ministers pelted with stones from the fireplace 

• Temperature Manipulation: Extreme heat and cold 

• Failed Weapons: Mary Ann's guns prove useless 

• Protective Boundaries: Eve's mother's linens remain intact 

Questions: 

• What pattern exists in the manifestations? 

• How do they correspond to the stranger's curse? 

• What is protected and why? 

• How does the Wizard react to Catholic priests versus Protestant ministers? 

 

Historical and Theological Context 



Religious Authority in Early America 

• Bishop John Carroll's establishment of Catholic hierarchy 

• Protestant predominance and anti-Catholic prejudice 

• Lack of priests on the frontier 

• The debate over sacramental efficacy 

Spiritual Warfare Theology 

• Catholic understanding of exorcism and demons 

• Protestant approaches to deliverance 

• The role of sacraments (Holy Water, blessings) versus prayer alone 

• The question of ecclesiastical authority 

Irish Immigration 

• Catharine and Letitia represent the wave of Irish Catholic immigrants 

• Fleeing persecution and seeking opportunity 

• The challenge of maintaining faith and morality in a new land 

• Arranged marriages versus romantic freedom 

Questions for Historical Discussion: 

1. How accurately does Williams portray Catholic-Protestant tensions? 

2. What was the actual state of Catholic ministry in 1790s America? 

3. How typical were mixed religious communities like Hagerstown? 

4. What role did African American Christians play in frontier religion? 

 

Comparative Analysis 

Book 1 vs. Book 2: 

Aspect Passages Strangers 

Tone Mysterious, unsettling Horrific, tragic 



Aspect Passages Strangers 

Focus Origins of curse Consequences of curse 

Adam's State Denial and anger Grief and softening 

Mary Ann's State Angry and bitter Hardened and broken 

Supernatural Creepy manifestations Deadly violence 

Community Isolated Supportive but helpless 

Hope Possible solutions Desperate situations 

Questions: 

• How does Williams escalate the stakes effectively? 

• Does the increased horror serve the story or become excessive? 

• How does character development balance with plot advancement? 

 

Symbolism and Motifs 

The Barn Fire 

• Represents judgment from heaven 

• Parallel to Old Testament fire and brimstone 

• Destroys Adam's pride in his self-made prosperity 

• Community comes together after destruction 

The Black Smoke 

• Toxic presence of unrepented sin 

• Suffocates innocent life 

• Cannot be fought with human weapons 

• Requires divine intervention to dispel 

The Twins 

• Innocent victims of their parents' choices 



• Fulfillment of the specific curse on Mary Ann 

• Tragic consequence of attempting to fight spiritual warfare alone 

• Wake-up call that finally breaks Adam's pride 

Letitia (The Siren) 

• Temptation/test for Fr. Cahill 

• Parallel to Adam's testing 

• Beauty that conceals potential destruction 

• "Nothing is forever" - threatens permanence of vows 

Eve's Protected Linens 

• Symbol of preserved innocence 

• The power of blessed/consecrated objects 

• Connection to deceased mother 

• Protection through obedience and prayer 

The Moon Cycles 

• New moons = intensification of hauntings 

• Natural rhythms versus supernatural disruption 

• Time markers showing duration of suffering 

• Predictability of spiritual attacks 

 

Writing Craft Discussion 

Stanley D. Williams' Techniques: 

1. Parallel Plotting:  

o Horror story + romance + spiritual journey 

o Multiple storylines intersect thematically 

2. Escalation:  

o Each event worse than the last 



o Builds toward inevitable tragedy 

o Point of no return clearly marked 

3. Historical Documentation:  

o Letters between real priests and bishops 

o Asterisks marking historical elements 

o Blending fact with fiction seamlessly 

4. Moral Clarity:  

o Explicit moral premise 

o Clear consequences for actions 

o Catholic theology as framework 

Questions: 

• How effective is Williams' approach to blending history and horror? 

• Does the explicit moral framework enhance or limit the story? 

• How well does he handle multiple storylines? 

• Is the violence necessary or exploitative? 

 

Activities and Extensions 

Creative Writing: 

1. Write a letter from Eve to her deceased mother Esther describing the hauntings 

2. Compose Regina Robinson's sermon to Freetown Church about the experience 

3. Create Fr. Cahill's unsent letter to Letitia McCartney 

4. Draft Adam's journal entry the night the twins died 

Research Projects: 

1. Investigation the historical Prince Demetrius Gallitzin and his ministry in America 

2. Study Catholic exorcism rites and their development 

3. Explore Irish immigration patterns in the 1790s 



4. Compare historical accounts of the Wizard Clip with Williams' version 

Group Activities: 

1. Debate: Was Adam right to attempt fighting the Wizard without priestly help? 

2. Timeline Creation: Map all supernatural events and their timing 

3. Character Trial: Put Adam and Mary Ann on trial for the death of their children 

4. Theological Discussion: Protestant vs. Catholic approaches to spiritual warfare 

Personal Reflection: 

1. How do you respond to tragedy and loss? 

2. What role does pride play in your spiritual life? 

3. How do you discern when to rely on yourself versus seeking help? 

4. What "strangers" has God sent into your life? 

 

Connection to Book 3: Ministers 

Unresolved Questions: 

• Will Adam finally convert to Catholicism? 

• Can the curse be broken or only endured? 

• What will Fr. Dimitri Gallitzin discover in his investigation? 

• Will Fr. Cahill fall to temptation with Letitia? 

• How will Mary Ann respond to losing her children? 

• What role will the McSherrys play in the resolution? 

Setup for Book 3: 

• Fr. Dimitri has arrived and witnessed the phenomena 

• The curse has been fulfilled in its most devastating aspects 

• Adam is finally broken enough to consider conversion 

• Multiple priests are now involved 

• The community is aware and supportive 



• Time is running out for the Livingston family 

 

Final Reflection Questions 

1. Is Strangers darker and more disturbing than Passages? If so, is the darkness 
justified? 

2. How has your understanding of the characters evolved? 

3. What theological questions does Book 2 raise for you? 

4. How does Williams balance horror with hope? 

5. Would you recommend Book 2? To whom and with what warnings? 

6. Are you compelled to read Book 3? Why or why not? 

7. What is one image or scene from this book you won't forget? 

8. How does this book challenge or confirm your views on spiritual warfare? 

9. What role does suffering play in spiritual transformation according to this novel?  

10. How does community support or fail the Livingstons? 

 

Recommended Reading Pairings 

Consider reading alongside: 

• "The Exorcist" by William Peter Blatty (Catholic exorcism, supernatural horror) 

• "The Screwtape Letters" by C.S. Lewis (temptation, spiritual warfare) 

• "Silence" by Shusaku Endo (testing of faith, suffering) 

• Historical accounts of the Wizard Clip by Rev. Joseph M. Finotti, S.J. 

 

This book club guide was created to facilitate deep discussion about faith, tragedy, pride, 
and the supernatural in early American history. May your discussion be enriching! 

 

  



Book Club Guide for Ministers 
The Wizard Clip Haunting, Book 3 

by Stanley D. Williams 

 

About the Book 

Ministers is the powerful conclusion to Stanley D. Williams' Wizard Clip Haunting trilogy. 
After the devastating losses of Book 2, this final installment brings multiple priests and 
ministers together for a climactic exorcism that will test everyone's faith. But the 
supernatural battle is only part of the story—Fr. Denis Cahill faces his own crisis as he 
struggles with temptation, ecclesiastical discipline, and his priestly vocation. The title 
"Ministers" refers not only to Protestant ministers and Catholic priests working together, 
but to the ministry of suffering, service, and sacrifice that transforms everyone involved.  

Genre: Historical Fiction / Supernatural Horror / Spiritual Drama / Romance 
Setting: Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, 1796-1821 
Historical Basis: Concludes the documented Wizard Clip haunting with epilogue covering 
Adam Livingston's later life 

 

Synopsis 

The hauntings at Flax Haven have reached a breaking point. After the deaths of the twin 
children and the destruction of the barn, Adam Livingston is finally broken enough to seek 
help from the Catholic Church he once despised. But ecclesiastical politics complicate 
matters: Bishop John Carroll is reluctant to authorize an exorcism of a non-Catholic's 
property, fearing anti-Catholic backlash in the politically sensitive new nation. 

Fr. Dimitri Augustine Gallitzin (the Russian prince known as "Fr. Smith") arrives to 
investigate and witnesses the phenomena firsthand. Though initially skeptical, he becomes 
convinced and reports back to the bishop, setting in motion the events that will lead to the 
climactic exorcism Mass. 

Meanwhile, Fr. Denis Cahill faces his own spiritual warfare. Removed from most of his 
parishes by Bishop Carroll for his "rebellious" letters, and tormented by his attraction to the 
beautiful Letitia McCartney, Fr. Cahill questions his vocation for the first time in his life. As 
he struggles with obedience to a bishop who seems to reject him, he must decide whether 
to remain faithful to his calling or pursue the love and normal life Letitia represents. 



Part Six: Ministers chronicles the failed attempts by various Protestant ministers to 
exorcise Flax Haven, demonstrating the limits of human authority without sacramental 
power. Adam himself attempts multiple times to fight the Wizard, learning painful lessons 
about the nature of spiritual warfare. 

Part Seven: Priests brings Fr. Cahill and Fr. Dimitri together for an epic exorcism Mass in 
the Livingston gathering hall. With Adam wielding his Irish shillelagh to physically battle 
phantom wagons and horses, and the priests celebrating the Holy Sacrifice while under 
demonic assault, the gathering hall becomes a battlefield between heaven and hell. Rev. 
Jeremiah Williams, a humble Methodist minister, joins them in prayer, demonstrating that 
true Christian unity can exist even across denominational divides. 

The exorcism succeeds, but not without cost. Adam converts to Catholicism and donates 
35 acres to the Church—land that will eventually become a sacred site of prayer. A 
mysterious "Voice" begins visiting the family, catechizing them in the Catholic faith. But 
Mary Ann remains hardened and bitter, eventually dying "estranged and shamed" as the 
stranger's curse predicted. 

In a stunning epilogue, Fr. Denis Cahill makes an agonizing choice: he resigns from the 
priesthood and marries Letitia McCartney, fulfilling her prophetic quote that "nothing is 
forever." Their story continues in Pittsburgh, where they apparently raise a family together, 
though Denis never stops being a priest in his soul—"a priest forever" as the title of Chapter 
53 declares. 

 

Major Themes for Discussion 

1. Submission to Authority 

The climax revolves around Adam finally submitting to the authority he spent three books 
rejecting. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How does Adam's journey from rebellion to submission mirror a conversion story? 

• What is the relationship between ecclesiastical authority and spiritual power in the 
novel? 

• Why do Protestant ministers fail where Catholic priests succeed? 

• How does Fr. Cahill's struggle with obedience to Bishop Carroll parallel Adam's 
journey? 



• Is Williams suggesting that submission to authority is always required, or only to 
legitimate authority? 

2. The Cost of Ministry 

Both priests and ministers pay enormous personal costs for their service.  

Discussion Questions: 

• What does it cost Adam to finally convert? 

• What does Fr. Cahill sacrifice in his ministry? 

• How does Fr. Dimitri's aristocratic background affect his understanding of ministry? 

• What role does suffering play in effective ministry? 

• How do the Protestant ministers' attempts compare to the Catholic priests' 
approach? 

3. "A Priest Forever" (Chapter 53 Title) 

The novel grapples with the Catholic doctrine that ordination leaves an indelible mark on 
the soul. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Can a priest truly stop being a priest? 

• Is Fr. Cahill's decision to marry a betrayal or a tragic necessity? 

• How does the phrase "a priest forever" take on multiple meanings? 

• What is the difference between active ministry and ontological priesthood? 

• How should we judge Fr. Cahill's final choice? 

4. Sacramental Power 

The Mass itself becomes the weapon against demonic forces. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Why is the Mass specifically chosen as the means of exorcism? 

• What makes sacraments effective where prayer alone is not? 

• How does Williams portray the difference between Protestant and Catholic 
approaches to spiritual warfare? 



• What role does physical participation (Adam's shillelagh) play alongside spiritual 
warfare (the Mass)? 

• Is this portrayal fair to Protestant theology? 

5. Temptation and Vocation 

Fr. Cahill's attraction to Letitia tests his priestly vocation to its breaking point. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Is Letitia a villain, a victim, or simply a woman in love? 

• How does Fr. Cahill's struggle humanize him? 

• Should he have avoided Letitia entirely from the beginning? 

• What does "nothing is forever" really mean in Letitia's worldview? 

• Is there a way Fr. Cahill could have remained faithful to both his vows and his heart? 

6. The Voice and Divine Instruction 

After the exorcism, a mysterious "Voice" catechizes the Livingston family.  

Discussion Questions: 

• Who or what is the Voice? 

• Why does divine intervention continue after the exorcism? 

• How does the Voice's teaching method differ from traditional catechesis? 

• What is the significance of Mary Ann hearing the Voice but remaining unredeemed?  

• Why does the Voice warn that "many will not believe"? 

7. Redemption and Damnation 

The novel shows both redemption (Adam) and apparent damnation (Mary Ann). 

Discussion Questions: 

• Why is Adam redeemed while Mary Ann is not? 

• What determines who can be saved and who cannot? 

• Is Mary Ann beyond redemption, or does she simply refuse it? 

• How does the stranger's curse function—as prophecy or as determinism? 



• What hope exists for those who harden their hearts? 

 

Character Resolutions 

Adam Livingston 

• Conversion: Baptized Catholic, becomes devoutly faithful 

• Restitution: Donates 35 acres (10% of his land) to the Church 

• Transformation: Bishop Carroll later says he "never met a layman better educated 
in the faith" 

• Final Years: Moves to Pennsylvania, dies near Loretto in 1820 attended by Fr. 
Gallitzin 

• Legacy: The donated land becomes "a great place of prayer and fasting and praise" 

Questions: 

• Is Adam's transformation believable and earned? 

• What finally breaks his pride? 

• How does he reconcile his losses with his new faith? 

• What does his donation represent spiritually? 

Mary Ann Livingston 

• Hardening: Remains hostile to religion despite witnessing miracles 

• The Voice: Hears it like everyone else but refuses to believe 

• Death: Dies "estranged and shamed" as the stranger predicted 

• Fate: The curse on "the children of her womb" is fulfilled; she remains unrepentant  

Questions: 

• Why can't Mary Ann be reached? 

• Is her damnation just or tragic? 

• What makes her different from Adam? 

• How culpable is she for the twins' deaths? 

• Could anything have saved her? 



Eve Livingston 

• Faithful Witness: Remains the family's spiritual anchor 

• Protected: Her mother's linens and the stranger's crucifix keep her safe 

• Catechist: Studies the Roman Missal despite not understanding Latin 

• Future: Presumably lives a blessed life as predicted 

Questions: 

• How does Eve's faithfulness throughout contribute to the resolution? 

• What role does she play in Adam's conversion? 

• Why is she specifically protected? 

• What might her future hold? 

Fr. Denis Cahill 

• Exorcism: Successfully performs the exorcism Mass with Fr. Dimitri 

• Temptation: Falls in love with Letitia McCartney 

• Crisis: Removed from ministry by Bishop Carroll 

• Decision: Resigns from active priesthood and marries Letitia 

• Later Life: Becomes a farmer, moves to Pittsburgh, apparently has children 

• Death: Dies in Pittsburgh (date uncertain) 

• Legacy: Remembered as "bluff and hearty, a man of powerful nerve and strong 
faith" 

Questions: 

• Is Fr. Cahill a hero, a tragic figure, or a failure? 

• Should Bishop Carroll bear some responsibility for his fall? 

• Can love and vocation coexist, or must one be sacrificed? 

• Does "nothing is forever" apply to priestly vows? 

• How should we remember Fr. Cahill? 

Letitia McCartney 



• The Siren: Tests Fr. Cahill's vows repeatedly 

• The Woman: Genuinely loves Denis and defends him publicly 

• The Wife: Marries Denis and apparently bears his child 

• Later Life: Lives in Pittsburgh, widowed, age 70 in 1850 census 

• Quote Fulfilled: "Nothing is forever" proves prophetic 

Questions: 

• Is Letitia morally culpable for pursuing a priest? 

• How much agency does she have versus being a temptation? 

• What does her defense of Fr. Cahill at the barn fire reveal? 

• Is she a home-wrecker or a woman following her heart? 

• How would she view her own story? 

Fr. Dimitri Augustine Gallitzin (Fr. Smith) 

• Investigation: Initially skeptical, becomes convinced 

• Exorcism: Serves as deacon during the Mass 

• Chronicler: Writes the account to Archbishop Maréchal (1821) 

• Ministry: Continues his frontier priesthood, founds Loretto, PA 

• Spiritual Growth: Transforms from naive to experienced 

• Canonization: Eventually named "Servant of God" 

Questions: 

• How does his aristocratic background affect his ministry? 

• What does he learn from the Wizard Clip experience? 

• How does he view Fr. Cahill's fall? 

• What makes him effective despite his initial inexperience? 

Rev. Jeremiah Williams (Methodist) 

• Humility: The only Protestant minister effective against the Wizard 

• Unity: Prays alongside Catholic priests during the exorcism 



• Model: Demonstrates that genuine faith transcends denomination 

• Limitation: Cannot perform the exorcism but can support it 

Questions: 

• What makes Rev. Williams different from the other Protestant ministers? 

• Does his participation validate Protestant ministry or Catholic primacy? 

• What does his presence at the exorcism suggest about Christian unity? 

• How might he have viewed the doctrinal differences? 

Richard and Anastasia McSherry 

• Steadfast Support: Continue to support both the Livingstons and Fr. Cahill 

• Witness: Present for key moments throughout all three books 

• Model Catholics: Demonstrate faithful living in hostile territory 

• Resolution: Continue their faithful life and raise their children Catholic 

Questions: 

• What role do they play as supporting characters? 

• How do they model faithful Catholic life? 

• What must it cost them to remain Catholic in this environment? 

 

Structural Analysis 

Part Six: Ministers (Chapters 35-43) 

Focuses on failed attempts by various ministers and Adam's growing desperation:  

Key Chapters: 

• Chapter 37: "Squandered Integrity" - Regina Robinson's story and failed exorcism 

• Chapter 38: "Dire Consequences" - More death and destruction 

• Chapter 40: "The Intrigue of Mystery" - Fr. Cahill's attraction to Letitia intensifies 

• Chapter 42: "Like an Indian War Drum" - Manifestations continue 



• Chapter 43: "I Remember Well" - Adam attends Mass and recognizes Fr. Cahill 
from his dream 

Questions: 

• Why does Williams spend so much time on failed exorcisms? 

• What does each failed attempt teach Adam? 

• How do the romantic subplots intersect with the horror? 

• What is the purpose of showing so many different approaches? 

Part Seven: Priests (Chapters 44-54) 

The climax and resolution: 

Key Chapters: 

• Chapter 44: "Unfortunate and Unforeseen" - Fr. Cahill removed from ministry 

• Chapter 45: "Entirely Forgotten" - Reconciliation and instruction 

• Chapter 46: "Nothing is Forever" - Letitia's quote comes full circle; relationship 
intensifies 

• Chapter 49: "Shooting Gallery" - Fr. Dimitri arrives, investigation begins 

• Chapter 50: "Water's Edge" - Baptisms at the river 

• Chapter 52: "Bones Will Have To Wait" - The exorcism Mass (climax) 

• Chapter 53: "A Priest Forever" - Fr. Cahill's ultimate decision 

• Chapter 54: "Some Will Scoff at You" - The Voice's warning and epilogue 

Questions: 

• How does the two-part structure (Ministers/Priests) serve the narrative? 

• Why place Fr. Cahill's resignation after the exorcism rather than before? 

• How does the epilogue reframe the entire trilogy? 

• What is gained by Fr. Gallitzin narrating the frame story? 

 

The Exorcism Mass (Detailed Analysis) 



The climactic exorcism scene is one of the most intense sequences in the trilogy. Here's 
what happens: 

Preparation: 

• Fr. Cahill and Fr. Dimitri prepare an altar in the gathering hall 

• Holy Water is blessed 

• Incense is burned (forces back the black vapor) 

• Candles are lit (but barely stay lit) 

• Adam arms himself with his Irish shillelagh 

• Rev. Jeremiah Williams stands with them in prayer 

• Sam, Eve, and Gabriel are present 

The Attack Begins: 

• Floor shakes violently during prayers 

• Black vapor attempts to overwhelm the room 

• Phantom horses and wagons materialize 

• Dishes and furniture become projectiles 

• A demonic voice mocks the prayers 

• Temperature drops, winds whirl through the room 

Adam's Role: 

• Physically battles phantom wagons with his shillelagh 

• Catches flying objects before they hit the priests 

• Protects Rev. Williams' prayer book from becoming a projectile 

• Gets cut and bruised but doesn't stop 

• Eve and Sam bandage him mid-battle 

The Mass Continues: 

• Fr. Cahill refuses to stop the liturgy 

• Prayers are said in Latin with English translations 



• The Consecration becomes the turning point 

• Holy Water is sprinkled repeatedly 

• Biblical passages are read aloud as weapons 

The Climax: 

• During the Consecration, all hell breaks loose 

• Adam destroys the dish hutch with his shillelagh 

• The floor vibrates wildly 

• Fr. Cahill cries "GLORIA PATRI" while flinging Holy Water 

• Suddenly—silence. The Wizard is vanquished. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How effective is this scene as a climax to the trilogy? 

2. What does Adam's physical participation represent theologically? 

3. Why does Fr. Cahill refuse to stop the Mass no matter what? 

4. What is the significance of Rev. Williams being present? 

5. How does this exorcism compare to other literary/film exorcisms (The Exorcist, 
etc.)? 

6. What makes the Mass specifically the weapon that works? 

7. Is the violence of the scene necessary or gratuitous? 

 

The Voice (Post-Exorcism Phenomena) 

After the successful exorcism, a mysterious "Voice" accompanied by bright light begins 
visiting the Livingston family: 

Characteristics: 

• Disembodied but accompanied by light 

• Claims to have once been "in the flesh" 

• Teaches Catholic doctrine 

• Prophesies future events accurately 



• Warns of neighbors' illnesses and deaths 

• Leads the family in prayers for souls in purgatory 

• Predicts Mary Ann will die in her own house despite attempts to die elsewhere 

Key Teachings: 

• "All the sighs and tears of the whole world put together were not worth so much as 
one Mass" 

• "One Mass was more acceptable to God than if the whole world was in sackcloth 
and ashes" 

• "Before the end of time, this land will be a great place of prayer and fasting and 
praise" 

• "Many will not believe...Some will scoff at you" 

• Warns about the "spirit of deception" that will persist "until the end of times" 

Theories About the Voice: 

1. Fr. Xavier returned from purgatory - The Voice claims to have been in the flesh 

2. An angel assigned to the family - Divine messenger sent for catechesis 

3. Mystical phenomenon - Direct divine instruction 

4. The stranger's intercession - Making amends for the curse 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Who or what is the Voice? 

2. Why does God provide such extraordinary catechesis? 

3. What is the theological significance of the Voice's teachings about the Mass? 

4. Why does Mary Ann hear the Voice but remain unconverted? 

5. How does the Voice function differently from the Wizard? 

6. Why does the Voice predict Mary Ann's death? 

7. What does the prophecy about the land becoming a "place of prayer" mean? 

8. Is the Voice's warning about skeptics directed at readers? 

 



Discussion Questions 

Opening Questions: 

1. How does Ministers function as a satisfying conclusion to the trilogy? 

2. Which resolution surprised you most—Adam's conversion, Mary Ann's damnation, 
or Fr. Cahill's resignation? 

3. Did the exorcism scene meet your expectations? 

4. How do you feel about the epilogue covering 20+ years? 

Theological Questions: 

5. Does the novel fairly represent different Christian approaches to spiritual warfare? 

6. What does Williams suggest about the necessity of sacramental authority? 

7. Can faith and reason coexist in confronting the supernatural? 

8. How does the novel balance divine sovereignty with human free will? 

9. What is the relationship between suffering and sanctification in the novel? 

Character Questions: 

10. Is Adam's conversion believable after his years of stubborn rejection? 

11. Should Mary Ann's damnation be read as deterministic or as her choice? 

12. Is Fr. Cahill a tragic hero or a failed priest? 

13. How culpable is Bishop Carroll for Fr. Cahill's fall? 

14. What role does Letitia play—temptress, true love, or both? 

15. How does Fr. Dimitri transform from naive to wise? 

16. Why is Eve protected throughout while others suffer? 

Moral Questions: 

17. Can a priest legitimately leave ministry for marriage? 

18. Does "a priest forever" mean active ministry or ontological reality? 

19. Should Letitia have pursued Fr. Cahill despite his vows? 

20. How should we judge Bishop Carroll's political caution versus pastoral need? 



21. Is Adam's donation of land enough restitution for his sins? 

22. What constitutes unforgivable hardness of heart (like Mary Ann's)? 

Historical Questions: 

23. How accurately does Williams portray Catholic-Protestant relations in 1790s 
America? 

24. What was the actual historical fate of Fr. Denis Cahill? 

25. How did Bishop John Carroll balance evangelism with political prudence? 

26. What became of the Wizard Clip site historically? 

Literary Questions: 

27. How effective is Fr. Gallitzin as the frame narrator? 

28. Does the romantic subplot enhance or distract from the main narrative? 

29. How does Williams balance horror, history, romance, and theology? 

30. Is the explicit moral premise (stated in the afterword) too heavy-handed? 

Application Questions: 

31. What does this trilogy teach about pride and humility? 

32. How might modern readers apply the lessons of spiritual warfare? 

33. What does the Voice's warning about skeptics mean for us? 

34. How do we balance institutional authority with personal conscience? 

35. What does faithful ministry look like in hostile environments? 

 

Key Quotes for Discussion 

On Authority and Power: 

1. "And I say to thee, thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it." — Fr. Cahill reading at Mass during exorcism 

2. "It is not I, but the power of God. Your house must be exorcised properly." — Fr. 
Cahill after blessing 



3. "For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood; but against principalities and 
power, against the rulers of the world of this darkness, against the spirits of 
wickedness in the high places." — Ephesians 6:12 (Part Six epigraph) 

On Priesthood: 

4. "A priest forever" — Chapter 53 title (from Psalm 110:4) 

5. "Never have I met a layman as well educated or a priest as rebellious." — Bishop 
John Carroll about Fr. Cahill 

6. "Far more work than I anticipated or prayed for." — Richard McSherry 

On Temptation: 

7. "I am a good Catholic girl...not a hussy. But nothing is forever." — Letitia McCartney 

8. "The Intrigue of Mystery" — Chapter 40 title (about Fr. Cahill's attraction to Letitia) 

9. "Tomorrow I will write Bishop Carroll and resign from the priesthood." — Fr. Cahill's 
shocking announcement 

On Conversion: 

10. "I am conscious to bestow on the said Reverend Denis Cahill some lasting proof of 
my esteem for him and the religion, the principles of which he inculcates and 
enforces by his example." — Adam Livingston's deed 

11. "Carroll reported that he had never met a layman who was better educated in the 
faith than was Adam Livingston." — Historical note 

On Suffering: 

12. "If I knew it was going to be hell on earth, I would have said 'no.'" — Mary Ann (bitter 
irony in Book 3) 

13. "Before his conversion, Mr. Livingston bore his losses very impatiently, but after his 
conversion, he never complained." — Fr. Gallitzin 

The Voice's Warnings: 

14. "Many people will not believe these things. Some priests, ministers, and bishops will 
scoff at you." — The Voice to Adam 

15. "All the sighs and tears of the whole world put together were not worth so much as 
one Mass." — The Voice 



16. "Before the end of time, this land will be a great place of prayer and fasting and 
praise!" — The Voice's prophecy 

17. "We can make any decision we want, and take any action within our capacity, but we 
have no choice over the consequence—what is true cannot be changed." — 
Empress Catherine (via Fr. Gallitzin's mother) 

 

Timeline of Book 3 Events 

January 9, 1796: 

• Regina and Wallace Robinson attempt exorcism (fails spectacularly) 

June 27, 1796: 

• Catharine Cahill and Letitia McCartney arrive from Ireland 

July 24-25, 1796: 

• Barn destroyed by fireball 

• Twins die in black smoke 

• Community rallies with support 

Late July-August 1796: 

• Fr. Cahill's circuit continues 

• Attraction to Letitia intensifies 

• Bishop Carroll becomes aware of situation 

Late 1796: 

• Bishop Carroll removes Fr. Cahill from most parishes 

• Fr. Cahill goes to confession with Fr. Ryan (first in 9 years) 

• Political maneuvering in Baltimore 

August 22, 1797: 

• Fr. Dimitri Gallitzin arrives at Flax Haven 

• Begins three-month investigation 

• Witnesses phenomena firsthand 



• His presence provokes violent manifestations 

Late 1797: 

• Adam attends Mass in Shepherd's Town 

• Recognizes Fr. Cahill from his prophetic dream 

• Instruction in Catholic faith begins 

• Adam and family receive catechesis 

1797-1798: 

• Baptisms at the river 

• Exorcism Mass performed 

• Successful vanquishing of the Wizard 

• The Voice begins visiting 

1798: 

• Adam donates 35 acres to the Church 

• Fr. Cahill resigns from priesthood 

• Denis and Letitia marry 

• Public controversy ensues 

1798-1820: 

• The Voice continues to instruct the family 

• Mary Ann remains hardened, dies "estranged" 

• Adam becomes devout Catholic 

• Sam and Bethany are cared for 

• Gregory McCullough killed in slave revolt 

Spring 1820: 

• Adam Livingston dies in Pennsylvania near Loretto 

• Fr. Gallitzin attends him but death comes too quickly for Last Rites 

April 23, 1821: 



• Fr. Gallitzin writes his account to Archbishop Maréchal 

 

The Moral Premise 

Williams explicitly states his moral premise in the Afterword: 

Rejecting the authority and hierarchy of natural order leads to dysfunction, chaos, and 
death; 

BUT 

Respecting the authority and hierarchy of natural order leads to function, progress, 
and life. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Do you agree with this premise? 

2. How do the events of the trilogy demonstrate this principle? 

3. What is "natural order" in Williams' framework? 

4. Does this premise apply equally to Adam, Fr. Cahill, and Mary Ann? 

5. What are the limits of this moral framework? 

6. How does free will function within this deterministic-sounding premise? 

7. Does the premise oversimplify complex moral situations? 

8. How Catholic/conservative is this worldview? 

 

Historical Aftermath (What Really Happened) 

The Site: 

• The 35 acres Adam donated eventually became Priest Field Pastoral Center 

• A shrine and retreat center now occupies the land 

• The site is in Middleway, West Virginia (formerly Smithfield, Virginia) 

• It remains "a place of prayer and fasting" as the Voice prophesied 

The Documents: 

• Fr. Gallitzin did write an account to Archbishop Maréchal 



• Original account was lost 

• Multiple conflicting versions exist from the 1800s 

• Rev. Joseph M. Finotti, S.J. compiled accounts in 1879 ("The Mystery of the Wizard 
Clip") 

Fr. Denis Cahill: 

• Historical record becomes murky after 1798 

• Williams' research (detailed in Acknowledgments) suggests:  

o Marriage bond filed with Letitia McCartney 

o Moved to Pittsburgh area 

o Died there (date uncertain) 

o 1850 census lists "Letitia Cahill, age 70" in Pittsburgh 

o Living with "Denis Cahill, age 22" (possibly their son) 

• Historical certainty is impossible, but circumstantial evidence supports the novel's 
ending 

Fr. Dimitri Gallitzin: 

• Founded Loretto, Pennsylvania 

• Served frontier Catholics faithfully until death in 1840 

• Known for humility (went by "Fr. Smith") 

• Cause for canonization opened—titled "Servant of God" 

• First priest educated entirely in America 

The Livingston Family: 

• Adam did convert to Catholicism 

• Did donate land to the Church 

• Moved to Pennsylvania 

• Died in 1820 

• Mary Ann's fate less well documented 

Discussion Questions: 



1. How much of the novel is historically documented versus imagined? 

2. Does Williams' research into Fr. Cahill's later life seem credible? 

3. Why do you think the original Gallitzin account was lost? 

4. What does the survival of this story for 200+ years tell us? 

5. How should historical fiction balance fact and imagination? 

 

Themes Across the Trilogy 

Looking back at all three books together: 

Pride → Humility: 

• Book 1: Adam's proud self-reliance 

• Book 2: Pride leads to devastating losses 

• Book 3: Humility brings redemption 

Rebellion → Submission: 

• Book 1: Rejection of authority (Adam and Mary Ann) 

• Book 2: Consequences of continued rebellion 

• Book 3: Submission to legitimate authority (Adam) vs. continued rebellion (Mary 
Ann) 

Fear → Faith: 

• Book 1: Fear of the supernatural 

• Book 2: Fear becomes terror 

• Book 3: Faith overcomes fear 

Isolation → Community: 

• Book 1: Livingstons isolated by their prejudice 

• Book 2: Community offers help but can't solve the problem 

• Book 3: Community of faith (priests, ministers, neighbors) brings resolution 

Curse → Blessing: 



• Book 1: The curse is pronounced 

• Book 2: The curse is fulfilled 

• Book 3: The curse is broken and the land becomes blessed 

Death → Life: 

• Book 1: Deaths of the stranger, animals, and linens 

• Book 2: Deaths of twins, livestock, barn 

• Book 3: Baptism (death to sin), new life in Christ, spiritual rebirth 

 

Character Arcs Across the Trilogy 

Adam Livingston: 

Book 1: Proud, self-made, anti-religious, denies stranger's request 
Book 2: Desperate, trying everything, losing everything 
Book 3: Broken, converted, faithful, generous 
Arc: Complete transformation from pride to humility 

Mary Ann Livingston: 

Book 1: Bitter, anti-Catholic, hardened by past 
Book 2: Increasingly hostile, loses her children 
Book 3: Unredeemed despite miracles, dies estranged 
Arc: Progressive hardening leading to damnation 

Eve Livingston: 

Book 1: Young, faithful, prays to her mother 
Book 2: Spiritual anchor, protected by faith 
Book 3: Witness to conversion, inherits blessing 
Arc: Faithful remnant, rewarded for perseverance 

Fr. Denis Cahill: 

Book 1: Pioneering priest, blesses the house temporarily 
Book 2: Dismissed by Adam, begins to struggle with Letitia 
Book 3: Performs exorcism, then leaves priesthood for love 
Arc: Tragic fall of a devoted but flawed priest 

Fr. Dimitri Gallitzin: 



Book 1: Not yet introduced 
Book 2: Brief appearance at the end 
Book 3: Investigates, assists in exorcism, becomes chronicler 
Arc: From skepticism to belief, from naivety to wisdom 

 

Symbolism in Book 3 

The Shillelagh: 

• Irish walking stick/weapon 

• Adam's physical agency in spiritual warfare 

• Symbol of his Irish heritage and stubbornness 

• Transforms from tool of pride to instrument of faith 

The River Baptism: 

• "Water's Edge" (Chapter 50) 

• Washing away of sins 

• Public declaration of faith 

• New birth into the Church 

The Altar in the Gathering Hall: 

• Transforms domestic space into sacred space 

• Center of the spiritual battle 

• Where Mass conquers the demon 

• Foreshadows the land becoming "a place of prayer" 

The Mass as Weapon: 

• Not exorcism rite but Holy Sacrifice 

• Most powerful prayer of the Church 

• Re-presentation of Christ's sacrifice 

• "One Mass worth more than all the tears in the world" 

The 35 Acres: 



• 10% tithe of Adam's land 

• Restitution for his sins 

• Permanent legacy 

• Fulfillment of prophecy about "place of prayer" 

Letitia's Name: 

• Latin: "joy, gladness" 

• Ironic given the sorrow she brings 

• Also means "happiness" — what Fr. Cahill seeks with her 

The Voice: 

• Divine catechist 

• Replaces the demonic presence 

• Light instead of darkness 

• Teaching instead of tormenting 

 

Activities and Extensions 

Creative Writing: 

1. Write Mary Ann's unwritten thoughts during the exorcism 

2. Compose a letter from Denis Cahill to Bishop Carroll explaining his resignation 

3. Create the Voice's first appearance from Eve's perspective 

4. Draft a sermon Rev. Williams gives about his experience at the exorcism 

Research Projects: 

1. The Real Fr. Gallitzin: Research the historical prince-turned-priest 

2. Exorcism Theology: Compare Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox approaches 

3. Priest Field Today: Visit or research the modern shrine 

4. Religious Tolerance: Study Catholic-Protestant relations in early America 

5. Clerical Celibacy: Explore the history and theology of priestly vows 



Group Discussions: 

1. Debate: Was Fr. Cahill right to resign and marry? 

2. Role Play: Act out the exorcism scene 

3. Comparison: Watch "The Exorcist" and compare approaches 

4. Theological Roundtable: Invite Protestant and Catholic perspectives on spiritual 
warfare 

Personal Reflection: 

1. What authorities do you resist in your life? 

2. How do you respond when your vocation is tested? 

3. What "curses" in your life need breaking? 

4. How does suffering transform you? 

5. What legacy will you leave? 

 

Comparative Reading for Book 3 

Consider reading alongside: 

Fiction: 

• "The Exorcist" by William Peter Blatty (classic exorcism novel) 

• "The Power and the Glory" by Graham Greene (whiskey priest struggling with 
vocation) 

• "Diary of a Country Priest" by Georges Bernanos (suffering and ministry) 

• "Brideshead Revisited" by Evelyn Waugh (Catholic conversion and faith) 

Non-Fiction: 

• "The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist" by Matt Baglio 

• Historical accounts of the Wizard Clip by various authors 

• "The Life of Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin" by Sarah M. Brownson 

• Catechism of the Catholic Church (sections on sacraments and spiritual warfare) 

 



Final Reflection Questions 

On the Trilogy as a Whole: 

1. How has your understanding of spiritual warfare changed? 

2. What character changed the most dramatically across all three books? 

3. Which book was the strongest? The weakest? Why? 

4. How effectively does Williams blend horror, history, theology, and romance? 

5. Is the trilogy's message ultimately hopeful or cautionary? 

On Personal Application: 

6. What have you learned about pride and humility? 

7. How do you view authority differently after reading? 

8. What role should suffering play in spiritual growth? 

9. How do you discern between testing and temptation? 

10. What does faithful ministry look like in your context? 

On Theological Implications: 

11. Has this trilogy changed your view of Catholic-Protestant relations? 

12. What is the proper role of sacraments in spiritual warfare? 

13. Can people truly be beyond redemption (like Mary Ann)? 

14. How does free will interact with prophecy/curses? 

15. What makes a priest "a priest forever"? 

On Historical Fiction: 

16. How successfully does Williams balance fact and fiction? 

17. What responsibility do historical novelists have to truth? 

18. Does explicit moral teaching enhance or limit fiction? 

19. How should Christians engage with supernatural horror? 

20. Would you recommend this trilogy? To whom and why? 

Looking Forward: 



21. What will you remember most about these books? 

22. How might you share the lessons with others? 

23. What questions remain unanswered? 

24. How has your faith been challenged or strengthened? 

25. What is one concrete thing you'll change based on reading this trilogy? 

 

Author's Afterword Discussion 

Stanley D. Williams includes a detailed Afterword explaining his research methodology, the 
blending of fact and fiction, and his uncertainty about historical details. He writes: 

"As a work of historical fiction, this novel incorporates a great deal of my imagination in a 
historical setting. Since truth is often stranger than fiction, my wife, who listened patiently 
to my reading aloud many chapters, kept asking which parts were true and which were 
imagined." 

He chose not to clearly delineate fiction from fact except through asterisks marking 
historically documented elements. 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Is Williams' approach to blending history and fiction effective? 

2. Does his uncertainty about Fr. Cahill's later life undermine the ending? 

3. Should historical novelists be more or less explicit about what's real? 

4. How much creative liberty should be taken with real people's lives? 

5. Does the epilogue feel earned or tacked on? 

6. What responsibility does Williams have to the memory of real people? 

 

Conclusion: The Trilogy's Legacy 

The Wizard Clip Haunting trilogy offers: 

For Catholic readers: Affirmation of sacramental theology and Church authority 
For Protestant readers: Challenge to consider different approaches to spiritual warfare 
For skeptics: A compellingly researched historical mystery 



For horror fans: Genuinely frightening supernatural phenomena 
For spiritual seekers: A profound meditation on pride, conversion, and redemption 
For all readers: A reminder that the spiritual realm is real and consequential 

The story that Fr. Gallitzin wrote to Archbishop Maréchal in 1821 continues to fascinate, 
disturb, and inspire readers 200 years later. Whether one views it as documented history, 
legendary folklore, or inspired fiction, the Wizard Clip haunting remains one of early 
America's most extraordinary spiritual accounts. 

The Voice's final warning echoes across the centuries: "Many people will not believe these 
things. Some priests, ministers, and bishops will scoff at you. When that happens, do not 
try to convince them, for the spirit of deception will be present until the end of times." 

As Williams notes through Fr. Gallitzin's mother: "We can make any decision we want, and 
take any action within our capacity, but we have no choice over the consequence—what is 
true cannot be changed." 

 

This book club guide was created to facilitate deep discussion about authority, ministry, 
conversion, and the cost of faithfulness. May your discussion be enriching and may the 
land continue to be "a place of prayer and fasting and praise!" 

 


	Book Club Guide for Passages
	Book Club Guide for Strangers
	Book Club Guide for Ministers

